ORDINANCE NO., 942

AN ORDINANCE DEFINING CERTAIN TERMS AND UN-
LAWFUL OFFENSES; PROHIBITING THE RUNNING AT
LARGE OF DOGS AND CATS WITHIN THE CITY AND
REGULATING THE KEEPING THEREOF; PROVIDING
FOR LICENSING, INNOCULATION, AND TAGGING OF
DOGS; PROVIDING FOR REDEMPTION, IMPOUNDMENT
AND DISPOSITION OF UNCLAIMED DOGS AND CATS;
PRESCRIBING ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES; PRO-
VIDING PENALTIES; REPEALING ARTICLE III (SEC-
TIONS 8-23 THROUGH 8-48, INCLUSIVE) OF THE CODE
OF THE CITY OF ROSWELL, NEW MEXICO; REPEAL-
ING ORDINANCE NO. 909; REPEALING ALL OTHER
ORDINANCES, PARTS OF ORDINANCES OR SECTIONS
OF SAID MUNICIPAL CODE IN CONFLICT OR INCON-
SISTENT HEREWITH; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY,
SAVINGS CLAUSE AND, FIXING THE EFFECTIVE DATE
OF THIS ORDINANCE,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY, THE CITY COUNCIL
OF ROSWELL, NEW MEXICO:

ARTICLE III
DOGS AND CATS

SECTION 1, Effective Date. This ordinance shall be and become
effective on and after March 27, 1973.

SECTION 2. Application., This ordinance shall have no application
to offenses committed prior to its effective date.

An offense is committed prior to the effective date of this or dinance
if any of the essential elements of the offense occurred before that date.

Prosecutions for prior offenses shall be governed, prosecuted and
punished under applicable ordinance existing at the time such offenses were
committed.

SECTION 3., Penalty. Unless otherwise herein expressly provided
for a particular offense, any person violating the provisions of this ordinance,
upon conviction shall be punished by a fine of not more than Three Hundred
($300) Dollars. Each day of violation shall constitute a separate offense,

SECTION 4, Definitions. As used in this ordinance:

A. "Dog'" means any dog, bitch or whelp over three (3) months of
age.
B. '"Cat'" means any domesticated feline of the house-cat variety

over three (3) months of age.

C. "Animal Warden'' means the responsible officer or person who
shall be in active charge of the animal control facility and who shall
have and exercise the powers herein provided.



D. "Impoundment'' means an animal is taken into custody by the
animal warden, his agents or representatives or, a police offi-
cer by reason of a violation of city ordinances.

E. "Kennel' means any premises providing accommeodations for
four or more dogs boarded and maintained as a licensed commer-
cial enterprise for board and keep, sale, raising or breeding,
excepting veterinary hospitals.

F. "Owner' means any person owning, keeping, possessing or
harboring a dog or cat within the city, except licensed kennels
or veterinary hospitals,

G. '"Unlicensed' dog means any dog found without current paid
license and tag as herein required.

SECTION 5, License Required. The owner, possessor or keeper
of any dog within the city shall procure a license for such dog from the ani-
mal warden on or before the first day of March in each year or within thirty
(30) days after the dog reaches the age of three (3) months. Dogs acquired
after the first day of March in any calendar year shall be licensed within
thirty (30) days after such acquisition. New residents of the city shall have
thirty (30) days after becoming residents to procure a license hereunder.

SECTION 6.. Fees. The annual license fee for dogs within the city
shall be $2. 50 for males and spayed females and $3. 00 for unspayed females.
No license fee shall be charged for guide dogs trained to lead a blind person.
License fees herein provided shall not be pro-rated for any part of a year,

SECTION 7. Rabies Vaccination Required. The owner, possessor
or keeper of every dog within the city shall have such dog innoculated against
rabies by a veterinarian licensed in New Mexico between January 1 and March
1 in each year. Dogs acquired or brought into the city after the first day of
March in any calendar year shall be innoculated within thirty (30) days there-
after.

SECTION 8. Application Prerequisite to Issuance of License; Form
of Application., Upon making application for a dog license, applicant shall
exhibit to the animal warden or his authorized representative a certificate
from a licensed veterinarian that the dog for which license is sought has been
innoculated against rabies in accordance with 47-1-2, 1, NMS 1953 Ann., et
seq, in such case made and provided. Forms for Application For License
shall be provided by the City Clerk-Treasurer.,

SECTION 9. Tags Issuance. It shall be the duty of the animal war-
den to deliver or cause to be delivered to each person making application for
license a dog tag for each dog licensed and innoculated upon payment of the
license fee and presentation of a valid certificate of innoculation as herein
required.

SECTION 10. Possession, Only those persons who own, possess
or keep a dog duly licensed and innoculated as herein provided shall be per-
mitted to possess a dog tag.

SECTION 11. Description. The dog tag provided for in Section 9
hereof shall be of such size, shape, color and material as may be deemed







